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2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the successful 1967 Referendum to include Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people in the census, and the 25th anniversary of the landmark decision
by the High Court of Australia in Mabo v. Queensland (No. 2) that reversed the principle of terra
nullius and resulted in the recognition of native title. These two dates mark the beginning and end
of National Reconciliation Week; an important week to reflect on our shared histories, cultures and
achievements and to explore how each of us can join the national reconciliation journey.
A trip to the National Capital is a great opportunity to build your students’ understanding of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures—a cross-curriculum priority within the
Australian Curriculum. Iconic institutions like the High Court of Australia, Old Parliament House
and the Aboriginal Tent Embassy are inextricably linked with the discussions and decisions that pave
the way for the recognition of the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia.
Come and experience these institutions first-hand, gain a deeper understanding of the issues through
an education program, exhibition, tour or get involved in a special event.

Understanding history

At the National Museum of Australia students explore
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dynamic living
cultures, contact histories and the fights for rights and
freedoms using objects, discussion and ICT. Programs
are available for students in all year levels. In the
Museum’s primary program, A Living Culture, students
explore how Indigenous peoples lived in Australia before
European Settlement and the ways in which Indigenous
cultures have adapted and evolved since 1788. In the
Museum’s secondary program, Indigenous Rights and
Freedoms, students learn about key Indigenous and
non-Indigenous people involved in the struggles for civil
and land rights.
In 2017, the Museum of Australian Democracy joins
with the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Studies to present
a special exhibition in the Living
Democracy exhibition space
to mark the 50th anniversary
of the 1967 Referendum. The
exhibition uses artefacts,
objects and audiovisual
material to showcase the
issues, the key people and how
they made their voices count in
our democracy.

See original records

At the National Archives of Australia students can
explore original records documenting Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people’s struggle for recognition
and land rights in the This is our Land education
program, or find Indigenous ANZACs’ war service
records online at discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au
The National Library of Australia is home to the
Mabo Case Manuscripts that include the papers of
Edward Koiki Mabo (1936–1992), the leading plaintiff
in the case. In 2001, this collection was inscribed on
the UNESCO Memory of the World Register. Give
your students the opportunity to engage with Mabo’s
epic battle for land rights, and its legacy, by viewing
original material on permanent display in the Library’s
Treasures Gallery.

ABOVE LEFT Poster for the Indigenous referendum, 1967. National Museum of Australia. ABOVE RIGHT Edward Koiki Mabo (1936–1992)
Original hand-drawn maps and diagrams of various portions of land, boundary markers etc. 1981–1992. nla.gov.au/nla.obj-224080958

LEFT Eddie Mabo (after Mike Kelley’s
‘Booth’s Puddle’ 1985,
from Plato’s Cave, Rothko’s Chapel,
Lincoln’s profile) No.3 1996
by Gordon Bennett (1955–2014)
synthetic polymer paint on linen
National Portrait Gallery, Canberra
Purchased with funds provided by
L Gordon Darling AC CMG 1999

Exploring Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander histories and cultures through art

Visit the National Portrait Gallery to see Eddie Koiki
Mabo in a powerful portrait by Gordon Bennett that
boldly combines image and text. The portrait reveals Eddie
Mabo’s persistence, patience and positivity in working to
achieve recognition of Native Title through the long process
that ended in the High Court decision of 3 June 1992.
Many of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples who have made their mark on Australian history,
creativity, identity and culture are here too. They include
those who worked towards equal rights and many
who campaigned for the 1967 referendum including
Oodgeroo Noonuccal, Charles Perkins and Faith Bandler.
Take a guided walking tour of nearby Reconciliation
Place to explore the public artworks. Led by the
National Capital Authority’s knowledgeable guides,
tour topics include the 1967 Referendum and the Mabo
Decision, set in the context of our shared journey.
Students are invited to experience the artworks through
both touch and interpretation.

Military service

From March 2017, the National Archives of Australia
presents Facing Two Fronts: the Fight for Respect
examining Indigenous war service and the fight on the
home front for recognition. Indigenous Australians at war
from the Boer War to the present, is a touring exhibition
from the Shrine of Remembrance and is on display at the
Archives in Canberra from 23 March – 16 July 2017.
Explore Indigenous military service in times of
war and peace in the Australian War Memorial
exhibition, For Country, for Nation, showing until
20 September 2017.

STUDENTS CAN GET INVOLVED IN THE
NATIONAL HISTORY CHALLENGE, a contest
that encourages students to use research
and inquiry-based learning to discover more
about the past. This year’s theme, Making a
Better World, has special categories sponsored
by the National Archives of Australia,
Museum of Australian Democracy, Australian
War Memorial and National Museum of
Australia with options to focus
on Indigenous individuals or defining
moments in Indigenous history.
Visit historychallenge.org.au for details.

Get involved

The third National Indigenous Youth Parliament (NIYP)
will be held in Canberra from 23 – 29 May 2017.
NIYP is run by the Australian Electoral Commission
in collaboration with the YMCA and the Museum of
Australian Democracy and brings together 50 young
Indigenous people from across Australia for a weeklong leadership program. The program includes training
in how government works, how laws are made
and public speaking and promotes
active community leadership and
democracy. The centrepiece is a
two-day simulated parliament
in the historic House of
Representatives Chamber
in Old Parliament House,
the perfect platform for the
passionate debates by these
young Indigenous Australians
on matters of importance to
them. The public is welcome
to attend the parliament on
27–28 May.

Narragunnawali
Reconciliation in Schools
and Early Learning

Talking and learning about Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander histories, cultures and contributions
doesn’t have to stop when you go back to your
classroom. Join Narragunnawali: Reconciliation in
Schools and Early Learning to find out how your
school can continue the conversation year-round.

Visit reconciliation.org.au/schools

